


PLUMSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a meeting of Plumstead Parish Council held on Wednesday 23rd August 2023 at 6.30 pm in St Michaels Church, Plumstead.

Present: Councillors Brian Faulkner (Chairman), Nick Fulford (Vice Chair),
David Logan, Pip Burden & Ruth Campion-Ridge (joined the meeting at Agenda item 8)
Maxine Hayes Parish Clerk
2 members of the public.

1. 	Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillor Ringer who was Covid positive and unable to attend.
2.	Declarations of Interest
None
3.	To approve minutes of an extraordinary meeting held on 1st June 2023
It was Proposed (DL) Seconded (PB) and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held 1st June 2023 as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
4.	Open session – Public time, Reports from County and District Councillors, Clerks report
The report submitted by Councillor Ringer had been circulated and was noted.
The Clerk gave a brief report to the meeting:
The Hotmail account was now closed and the new gmail account was now being used. The dedicated laptop had been purchased and was now being used.
5.	Finance
Councillor Logan apologised to the Council for not having yet completed the new bank mandate and this had been due to illness. He would speak to HSBC again about getting the new clerk added to the mandate and the old clerk and councillor removed.
Once the new mandate form had been issued the clerk could take over the administration and get the necessary paperwork returned as soon as possible.

Finances May – July 2023
All accounts had been unanimously approved for payment

	Date
	Item
	Description
	Amount

	12.05.2023
	General maintenance
	Cutting/Strimming
	£40.00

	12.05.2023
	 Insurance
	Annual premium
	£333.84

	12.05.2023
	Norfolk PTS
	Annual Subscription
	£55.00

	21.05.2023
	HSBC
	Bank charges
	£9.00

	01.06.2023
	General maintenance
	Petrol
	£8.47

	01.06.2023
	N Smith
	Internal Audit
	£35.00

	07.06.2023
	General Maintenance
	Cutting/Strimming
	£45.00

	12.06.2023
	Administration
	Locum clerk services May 2023
	£162.82

	12.06.2023
	J Lewis
	Laptop, Microsoft licence, anti virus 
	£229.00

	16.06.2023
	ICO
	Annual registration
	£35.00

	21.06.2023
	HSBC
	Bank charges
	£9.00

	26.06.2023
	General maintenance
	Cutting/Strimming
	£40.00

	30.06.2023
	Administration
	Clerk’s Salary
	£90.00

	18.07.2023
	General Maintenance
	Cutting/Strimming
	£40.00

	21.07.2023
	HSBC
	Bank charges
	£8.00

	24.07.2023
	Baconsthorpe Villa
	Hall hire defib training
	£20.00

	
	
	
	



Financial report August 2023
All accounts presented were unanimously approved for payment

	Date
	Item
	Description
	Amount

	01.08.2023
	Administration
	Clerks Salary
	£87.20

	01.08.2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£2.80

	17.08.2023
	General Maintenance
	Petrol
	£9.65

	19.08.2023
	General Maintenance
	Cutting/Strimming
	£40.00

	21.08.2023
	HSBC
	Bank charges
	£8.00

	23.08.2023
	Savills
	Annual rent pond
	£1.00

	
	
	
	



Councillor Logan gave a financial report to the meeting and reported balances at 23.08.2023. Business Current Account: £6927.02
6.	Correspondence
Correspondence had been circulated and noted or actioned. 
The Council had received an enquiry from a group in Thornage who had visited the pond in Plumstead and were hoping to develop a similar project in Thornage. They had asked if the Council would be happy to meet with them and share information on how it was developed. Councillor Fulford agreed to contact the group and arrange a meeting.
7.	To confirm successful completion of clerk’s probationary period
Unanimously agreed.
8.	To discuss and consider any application for co-option to the Council
Ruth Campion – Ridge had expressed an interest in being co-opted to the Council and was in attendance at the meeting. 
It was Proposed (NF) seconded (BF) and unanimously agreed to co-opt Ruth to the Council. 
The Declaration of Acceptance of office was signed and received by the Clerk and the Register of Interests would be completed within the next 28 days.
Ruth was welcomed to the Council.
9.	Items for Discussion
9.1	A resident had put their concerns about the speed of traffic through the village, particularly in Church Street and Cherry Tree Road to the Chairman, and was in attendance at the meeting. 
Councillor Fulford explained that the Parish Council had fully investigated all the possible speed calming measures in 2015 and had revisited this again in 2018. They had not been able to find any practical or workable solutions that would be approved by County Highways at that time. 
The resident was hoping that new options might have become available as the speed of traffic has significantly increased in the past year. Councillor Burden informed the meeting that Police speed checks had been taking place in this area of the village in the last week and after this data was analysed, they had agreed to feedback the results to Councillor Burden as a member of the Parish Council.
Discussion took place over having SLOW warning signs painted on the Matlaske Road at the approach to the village and in Church Street, beyond the junction with Little Barningham Road. It was agreed to approach County Highways to ask if this could be done.
He had also attended to raise concerns by his neighbour about the potholes in the road (Church Street) outside her house. The Clerk agreed to report this to County Highways on her behalf if she could provide exact location details and photographs.

His neighbour was also concerned about the number of cars parking on Church Street, many from outside the village, for long periods of time. This made it difficult for some residents to exit their driveways and for large agricultural vehicles to drive along Church Street. It was agreed that although the Council were sympathetic concerning some of the access issues involved, this was not an offence and not a matter they could refer to either County Highways or the Police. The resident was thanked for attending.

9.2	The Parish Council had received an offer of a donation towards the repair of the bench in Flagpole Garden which the donator often used when cycling through Plumstead. Councillor Fulford was not sure that the bench could be repaired and suggested looking at the cost of both repairs and a replacement. The Clerk would inform the person of this and thank them for their very kind offer which would be gratefully received.

9.3	The Parish Council had been approached by the contractor who cuts the area around the pond as they were having difficulty cutting the grass due to overhanging branches and shrubs. It was agreed to set up a working party to cut back to a height that would enable him to be able to cut closer to the edges. 
Councillor Fulford reported that the person who usually cuts the meadow was not able do so this year. It was agreed to try and find someone to cut this area as soon as possible. Both Councillors Burden and Campion-Ridge had equipment that could be used, and it was agreed to discuss this further and set up a working group.
10.	Date of next meeting
Wednesday 29th November 2023 6.30pm in the church. Councillor Faulkner advised the Council that the heating costs for use of the church would have to be monitored for the Winter months as they had increased considerably in the last year. It was agreed that a small donation towards the heating costs would be considered by the Council.

Signed…………………………………………	Dated…………………………………


Plumstead Parish Council email; clerkplumsteadpc@gmail.com Website; plumsteadpc.wixsite.com
Tel: 07456460580
